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READERS WRITE

By ROBERT KUBACKI

Please allow me to introduce myself
I’m the promoter of chaos, power,
Opulent wealth and gaudy taste.
I’ve been around millennia and still here today,
I promote censorship and undermining your faith,
I was ’round when the Civil War came
And Lincoln had his moments of doubt and pain
Made damn sure, Booth had plans to seal his fate.
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name
But what’s distressing you is
How to explain my fame.

I was in Europe
When it was the right time to play,
Made sure the trenches were dug,
While millions screamed in vain
I was glum when the Armistice was proclaimed,
It disrupted my time frame.
Made sure Adolf, Benito, Franco, and Joseph
Were heads of state to restart my game.
When the blitzkrieg and Holocaust raged
And many more millions died,
I whispered, “Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name,
Ah, what’s puzzling you
Is the reason for my game.”
 
I watched with glee,
As the military industrial complex came to be
And communism spread too,
Then a president, a pope, and Solidarity
Caused me to be blue.
So, I conjured up,
Oligarchs, crime syndicates, Vladimir,
Jinping, Un, and 45 too.
Who killed democracy?
After all it was me and you,
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name,
But what’s puzzling you
Is the purpose of my game,
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name,
But what’s confusing you
Is just how many are playing my game.
 
Greed — my calling card,
My cover — “You not knowing what not to believe.”
My merchandise — ignorance, starvation, and
human rights violations
Just to mention a few, that I conceived.
What’s scaring you is, there is no end to my reign.
Just as Capitol and Metro police officers are
criminals
And J6 convicts saints,
Navalny is deceased,
And starvation, death, and destruction rage in the
Middle East,
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name,
But what’s puzzling you
Is the reason why I came,
As facts don’t matter and truths are lies
Just call me your worst nightmare
’Cause I’m in need of some restraint.
 
So, if you meet me
Have some courtesy
Have some sympathy, and give me your loyalty and
faith
Remember criminal and civil laws,
Apply to you but not to me,
And if you try to make them, I’ll just delay and
d e l a y.
When I’m in charge again
I’ll lay the rule of law and your government
agencies to waste.
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name,
But what’s blinding you
Is my marketing game.
 
Tell me MAGA acolyte, can y’all guess my game?
Tell me, Republican, Democrat, Independent, and
Citizen who isn’t voting, what’s my name?
I’ll tell you this, you’re to blame,
When your freedoms and democracy are gone
Yo u ’ll curse my name.
Please show me some sympathy
Or face my revenge and rage.
It all promotes my game.
Pleased to meet you, what’s my name?
Robert Kubacki lives in Greenfield.
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Biden administration
complicit in Gaza suffering

Giving unrestricted U.S. military aid to
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu is like one parent telling a
teenager they’re grounded while the other
parent slips them the car keys.

President Joe Biden has stated many
times that Israel must be more careful to
protect civilians when they bomb Gaza.
Meanwhile, our country continues to send
billions in unconditional military aid, even
slipping more than a hundred “secret
shipments” to Netanyahu’s government.
Six months in, Biden persists in bypassing
Congress, pursuing an illegal war only
Congress can declare.

This administration is grievously com-
plicit in the more than 30,000 deaths in
Gaza and the suffering on both sides. Is-
rael is right to defend itself after the
Hamas attacks of Oct. 7 but Netanyahu’s
government is thoroughly flawed to have
carried it to this extreme.

I’m grateful that our Rep. Becca Balint
has called for “an immediate cease-fire”; it
is the only way for critical food and medi-
cal aid to enter the killing zone in the
quantities needed and for the possibility to
advance peace negotiations. I’m also
grateful that she’s called for restoration of
U.S. funding for the U.N. Refugee and

Works Agency, “robust aid to Gaza, [and]
the release of all hostages.”

Balint needs to now help secure that
cease-fire by declaring that any further
U.S. money for Israel’s military will re-
ceive her “no” vote if a cease-fire is not in
place. She can reinforce this by calling for
regional de-escalation, including the end
to Biden’s illegal airstrikes on Yemen.

MARYDIANE BAKER
Action Corps VT organizer, Brattleboro, Vt. 

ditor Diane DiZoglio to audit them and
hold them accountable.

We need transparency in the State
House. Act on Mass, a nonprofit watch-
dog, is sponsoring the Sunlight Act
(S.1963) to bring transparency to the
Legislature. This bill recently passed
through the Rules Committee and is in
the Ways and Means Committee, which
can send this bill to the Senate to vote.

The Sunlight Act, sponsored by long-
time transparency champion Sen. Jamie
Eldridge, would implement a number of
urgent transparency reforms, including
requiring all recorded committee votes
to be posted on the Legislature’s web-
site, requiring that committee hearings
be scheduled at least a week in advance,
making written testimony submitted to
committees publicly available, and mak-
ing the governor’s office not exempt
from the state’s public records law.

If you agree, go to www.acton-
mass.org and click the link to request
your senator to support the Sunlight Act.
There is more information on trans-
parency issues as well as a short video
that highlights the issues in the Sunlight
Act. Read and sign up for the Saturday
Scoop with weekly updates that keep you
infor med.

ANNETTE PFANNEBECKER
South Deerfield

Support the Sunlight Act
It is disheartening to hear that our

state Legislature is one of the least
transparent in the nation. While we see
our House and Senate representatives
do so much for the districts they serve,
writing and passing important legisla-
tion, there are also a number of bills in-
troduced that are sponsored by groups
or legislators that do not move through
to passage and that is a problem.

The public doesn’t know the process,
status or path to get these bills moving
and what we can do about them. This
lack of transparency is a concern for all
of us. As an aside, the Legislature has
been obstructing the efforts of State Au-

By JOHN H. THOMPSON

I ’m not a fisherman, but I love rivers.
Rivers carry the rain and snow water
back to the sea where it will be picked

up by the sun again and delivered some-
where else in an endless hydrologic cycle.

Almost magic! Easily elegant and awe-
inspiring! A healthy waterway is clean and
full of life. Something for which to be
grateful and to protect.

Our local stretch of the Connecticut
River used to flourish with salmon,
alewives, shad and other anadromous fish
on their spawning runs when our streams
flowed freely. What a beautiful spectacle
that thrashing about must have been! And
could possibly be again.

These days, electricity generating facil-
ities in our area interact with the river and
are currently in a review process before
probable relicensing for a period of 40-50
years. I’m going to focus here on the
Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Sta-
tion, which affects a 26-mile length of the
Connecticut River.

What an engineering marvel this
pumped storage project must have been!
Imagine: capturing otherwise wasted elec-
tric generating capacity  at night for later
release by powering giant turbines to
push, at 15,000 cubic feet per SECOND, as
much water as a football field-size pool 1½
MILES deep, up to a mountaintop reser-
v o i r.

Later, it would reclaim two-thirds of
that energy when the stored water poured
back down through the turbines, at 20,000
cf/second, creating juice for sale in peak
demand daylight hours. How clever! But
wait — there was a major flaw in the de-
sign. Along with the vast amount of river

water came the fish: eggs, larva, minnows,
as well as caddis and mayflies and other
aquatic life. The turbines pulverized it in-
discriminately. It must have clouded the
water and left body parts on riverbanks,
everywhere. Year after year. Continuing
n o w.

The force of the flow in both directions,
pump up and release down, was and is, so
powerful that it causes the river to flow
backward at times. For miles.

Could the biological mayhem have been
avoided with a very large dedicated water
storage pool, isolated from the river at a
low elevation, so that the pump up and fall
down cycled between the upper and lower
pools and did not involve the river or
aquatic life at all? Probably yes, but pre-
sumably at astronomical monetary cost. A
nonstarter. And who was going to repre-
sent the interests of the fish?

Think, too, of the times. This plant
came on line in tandem with Vermont Yan-
kee, so that it could use the juice Vermont
Yankee would be generating at night to
pump the reservoir full. Also, in 1972, the
Clean Water Act became law. The Con-
necticut River had long been a dumping
place for industrial pollution.

I can remember as a child, crossing the
White Bridge from Greenfield to visit
grandparents on Montague City Road. As

soon as the car rounded the sharp corner
onto the bridge, there, in plain view, was
Esleeck Paper with colored liquid drop-
ping from a factory pipe into the river be-
l o w.

The dye of the day? How absurd! Were
we unable to feel the travesty of a broken
connection with beauty and vibrant life
force? Had we forgotten what a river is:
majestic, poetry in motion, sustainer of
life?

The Clean Water Act, at last, has gradu-
ally made a noticeable and welcome im-
provement in the river’s water quality.
We ’re cleaning up the Connecticut River
and advocating for improved, effective fish
ladders so that spawning fish can swim
upstream around the numerous dams.
This is work well worth doing.

At the same time, river life is being
ground up in the powerful turbines at
Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Sta-
tion. I suggest we end this destruction.

Another thought: If filtration or screen-
ing were posed as a solution to the prob-
lem of river life being ground up in the tur-
bines, my layman’s engineer sense says
that any filter with a fine enough mesh to
keep biota out would have no chance of al-
lowing enough water into the turbines.
Those machines want water fast: 15,000
cubic feet per second.

The relicensing process is underway.
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) is the agency in charge and
is accepting written comments until April
22.

Vermont Yankee is closed, no more of
its juice to harness. Relicensing is now.
L et’s retire Northfield Mountain Pumped
Storage Station. Let’s restore the fish.

John H. Thompson lives in Greenfield.

Time to retire Northfield
Mountain Pumped Storage Station
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At the same time, river life is
being ground up in the powerful
turbines at Northfield Mountain

Pumped Storage Station. I
suggest we end this destruction.


